and economic classes. Respecting hereditary capacities for social efficiency, we read, "We believe that, although the evidence considered does not amount to scientific demonstration at any point, converging lines of evidence do establish some important results that can be regarded as having 'moral certainty,' that is, as having sufficient probability of validity to be taken seriously into account in social planning." Judgment is reserved on the comparative hereditary capacities of large racial groups, and in any case, there are at present no great differentials in reproduction rates among these national groups. However, the case is otherwise when the cultural-intellectual strata are considered, since here a change in number would be of social significance. Thus, about one-half the book is devoted to a critical appraisal of the data preparatory to the main topic which is to consider the influence of differential rates in reproduction on the characteristics of the American people.
The final section in this book has to do with the causes and control of population trends, a difficult subject here handled skillfully. The conclusion that, in the main, family limitation is a social pattern, but a deep-rooted one, may be noted. Hence, "We have found that no groups with a high standard of living and with a knowledge of birth-control methods can be expected to be permanently self-replacing unless influenced by social conditions that are distinctly favorable to fertility." The inevitable conclusion seems to be that social planning or a controlled future, must reckon with certain stubborn population tendencies, since the persistence of high rates in certain classes would disturb any social plan dependent upon relative numbers; thus, for example, an agricultural population would increase rapidly as against a slowly increasing urban population; the rapid increase among laborers in general would run counter to a shrinking demand for unskilled labor in modern industry, etc.
Needless to say, the authors find much of the data inadequate and make a strong plea for more research on population. The bibliography is comprehensive and well selected. In this little volume is presented "the substance of six lectures delivered before a lay audience at the Lowell Institute, Boston, in February, 1933." It is, in the author's words, "a thing of shreds and patches," but it charmingly portrays the major concepts of personality development for the nontechnical reader.
The author, calling on reports from "climbers and explorers, from beleaguered soldiers and famine-stricken peasants," first discusses the fundamental physiochemical needs of the organism and some of the symptoms which appear when these needs go unfilled. The story is not told in the erudite language of the laboratory, but in terms of everyday life and experience.
Dr. Campbell then touches lightly on "Bodily Equipment," pointing out the important and interesting features of human anatomical and physiological endowment. Restricted by the lay reader's lack of technical background, the author can merely hint at the more important structures and functions and call attention to some typical results of trauma and malfunction.
The third, and finest chapter is called "From Cell to Person." Here Dr. Campbell combines scientific fact, philosophic conjecture, clinical experience, and lyrical style in a splendid presentation of the familiar story of ontogenetic development. The chapter is written in simple, understandable terms, yet it adequately covers the facts of the origin of personality.
In the remainder of the book, having already covered the basic facts and theories, Dr. Campbell plunges into particulars. The chapters on "How Individuals Differ," "The Tasks of Life," and "In Face of the Universe" introduce the reader to an amazing array of historic personages. John Wesley, Captain Scott, Percy Shelley, Helen Keller, Ludwig von Beethoven, Theodore Roosevelt, Santa Theresa, Arthur Schopenhauer, and at least fifty others are presented in brief biography and anecdote. The reader may be slightly confused by this flood of personalities, but he cannot fail to recognize the diversity of human adjustments to "the tasks of life."
Whether the volume succeeds in accomplishing what it sets out to do is difficult to decide; for it is not easy to determine the aim-of "a thing of shreds and patches." If Dr. Campbell intended to give a popular presentation of the facts and theories of human personality he has succeeded, for his book is charmingly written, interesting in content, and not too serious.
ROBT. T. ROSS.
